ESSAY   VI.

THE EVOLUTION  OF PEACE.

THE time has passed when war was regarded as the one
occupation fit for princes, and the sole source of the
glory of states:) Civilised rulers at least profess to use
all possible solicitude in order to avoid an appeal to
arms; and there can be no doubt that in a large
majority of cases their practice corresponds with their
avowals. The vast accumulation of wealth, due to the
wonderful manufacturing and commercial development
of the past century and a half, has made the stakes too
great for the war game to be lightly entered upon.
Moreover the complexity of modern life causes the
interests of all nations to be so bound up in the question
of peace or war between any two of their number, that
an enormous weight of outside pressure is always
brought to bear upon the parties to a quarrel in favour
of its pacific settlement. Cfiliimerc^LJs thus jL_great
^peacemaker, though its influence in this direction may
be easily exaggerated, if we leave out of account its
tendency to cause little wars by forcing at the- sword's
point upon barbarous tribes the blessings of cheap calico-
and adulterated rum. Yet, after making all needful